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.between the two points, to prevent a sudden advance of
the enemy. In this he had not been successful.' The
errand was then accomplished by W. H. L. Wallace, but
the damage done was quickly repaired by the Rebels and
the line of approach restored. With such danger of
attack staring them in the face, the troops made no elabor-
ate preparations for defence. General Buell and other
critics have charged them with the most astounding and
culpable negligence, The army, according to Buell, had no
line or order of battle, although it was on the enemy's ground
and the enemy was confronting it in force; it had no de-
fensive works of any sort; no outposts, properly speaking,
to give warning of or to check the advance of an enemy;
and no recognized head in the absence of its Commander,
who spent half his time nine miles away. And so, con-
tinues this drastic critic, the enemy advanced upon it and
formed in line of battle only a mile and a half away with-
out being checked or even observed ; and the actual attack
was a complete and overwhelming surprise to the Union
army. In this view the Rebel commander, General
Beauregard, coincides, characterizing the attack as "one
of the most surprising surprises ever achieved."

Grant made no detailed reply to these charges, merely
saying, as to the lack of fortifications, that at that time the
pick and spade were little used in the Western armies, and
that he considered drill and discipline of more value than
mere earthworks. Sherman himself thought very highly
of the Pittsburgh Landing site, as of great strategic im-
portance and as easy of defence. At a later period ot the
war, he says, the place might in one night have been ren-
dered impregnable That it was not fortified, he freely
admits j and he adds that it was probably well that it was
not thus fortified. It was next to impossible to move rawcross the brow of in theime Sherman
